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Grade 2 Important Math Information 
Representing Measurement Data in Line Plots 

Dear Family, 

Our class is starting a new unit of study in mathematics called Representing Measurement Data in Line Plots. 

This unit of study focuses on the collection of measurement data and using the data to create a line plot and 

analyze the results.  Students will be measuring the length of their jumps, emphasizing accurate 

measurements and using a common unit in order to compare measurements.  Students will then solve 

addition and subtraction problems involving the lengths of jumps. The specific learning goals your student will 

be working toward are listed below with examples of student work showing understanding of each learning 

goal. 

Learning Goal: Make line plots to show measurement data and use addition and subtraction to solve word problems 
involving length. 

Example Problems Example Student Solutions  

 
As a class experiment, 
each student created a 
paper airplane to see  

how far they would fly.  
The class then recorded 

their flight 
measurements on a 

table and created a line 
plot to show their 

measurement data. 
 

How many airplane 
flight distances were 
greater than 3 feet? 

 

Learning Goal: Fluently recall all subtraction facts. 

Example Problems Example Student Solutions 

 
 

What is 15 - 7? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

“On the line plot, I can see that 5 flights went 4 feet, 3 flights went 5 feet, 
2 flights went 6 feet and 1 flight went 7 feet so 5 + 3 + 2 + 1 equals 11 flights.  
11 flights flew more than 3 feet.” 

 

I have been using my triangle 

flashcards to practice addition and 

subtraction facts.  I know that  

14 - 7 = 7, so 15 – 7 = 8 

15 - 7 = 8 
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Learning Goal: Tell and write time to the nearest five minutes. 

Sabrina has to leave for 
dance at 3:05.  Write 
the time she needs to 
leave on the clocks. 

 

Things you can do at home to support your student throughout this unit of study: 

 Measuring with Your Foot Length  

Use the foot length of different members of your family, measure the same distance in heel-to-toe 

steps. “How many parent feet is it from the door to the table?” “How many little brother feet measure 

the same distance?” You can also compare the same count of different-sized feet. For example, each 

person does 10 heel-to-toe steps. “How far are 10 parent steps?” “How far are 10 second-grader 

steps?”  

 Practice Measuring with a Ruler  

Look closely at a ruler with your child. Notice the numbers and talk about what they represent. Use the 

ruler to first measure different objects around the house that are less than 12 inches. Then measure 

distances and objects that are greater than 12 inches. Compare measurements of the same object in 

centimeters and inches. 

 Comparing Jumps  

This is a good activity for outdoors. Use chalk to mark a starting point and then measure how far 

different people can jump. Talk about how to measure the jumps and compare the lengths. You might 

ask, “How much longer is this jump than that one?” or “How much farther would this person need to 

jump to go the same distance as this one?” sums until one player fills a complete row. That player says, 

“Bingo!”  

 Student Math Handbook 

Remember to refer to the Student Math Handbook available in hard copy or electronically in Angel.  

The Student Math Handbook will provide additional information on instructional strategies to assist 

with homework or directions on how to play games the students have been working on in class. 
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